Dear M. Lippnman:

Thank you for your comments during the M ssissippi R ver
Commi ssion public nmeeting held in Morgan City, Louisiana, on
August 23, 2001. In your statenent you di scussed several itens
of concern to the Port of Mrgan Cty.

The Atchafal aya River and Bayous Chene, Boeuf, and Bl ack
Reconnai ssance Study is schedul ed for conpletion in Septenber
2001. In this study, the Corps is addressing the feasibility
of deepening the navigation project to depths of up to 35 feet,
based on navigation benefits. |If the conclusions of this
prelimnary analysis are that a deeper channel is economcally
justified and environnental ly acceptable, the Corps would
proceed to the nore detailed feasibility studies to further
devel op the plan. Flood control benefits will also be
considered in the feasibility study.

The Corps dredges the channel to a bottom el evati on of
—-24 feet nean low gulf (MG . This is done by accounting for
2 feet of advance nmai ntenance and by allow ng the dredge 2 feet
of overdepth. Due to the rapid return of |ight, suspended
sedi nents, or "fluff,” into the bar channel, the New Ol eans
District is considering additional advance mai ntenance to
avoid frequent dredging. Prior to authorization and approval
of additional advance mai ntenance, a cost anal ysis nust be
performed to ensure the | east overall cost of nmmintaining the
project. To address this, the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers'
Engi neer Research and Devel opnment Center (ERDC) in Vicksburg,

M ssi ssippi, is conducting a study to evaluate the effects of
fluff on the channel and neans of inproving the operability
of the channel. The 15-nonth study is designed to determ ne,

anong ot her things, whether dredgi ng deeper will result in
keeping the | ayer of fluff below the authorized channel depth
and how rapidly the fluff returns to the channel foll ow ng

mai nt enance dredging. Wile awaiting the results of the ERDC
study, the Corps has inplenmented two interimsolutions to
mnimze the fluff problem First, the nunber of dredging



events in the bar channel was increased this fiscal year from
two to three. Second, the Corps is investigating use of an
interimdisposal site to the west of the navigation channel.

There are several pipelines that cross the bar channel at
skewed angles, resulting in the pipelines occupying a |onger
“effective length” of channel than if the crossings were
per pendi cular to the channel. The top-of-pipe elevations are
as shallow as -27 feet MLG As a result, the Corps cannot
dredge to the usual -24 feet M.G over the effective |length of
channel crossing. The analysis of additional advance
mai nt enance that the Corps is performing wll include the cost
of relocating these pipelines.

In regard to your coments about a new (interin) disposal
area for dredged material, the existing disposal area for bar
channel mai ntenance dredging is |located to the east of the
navi gati on channel. W recognize the Port’s concern that the
near - shore currents, which nove fromeast to west, transport the
dredged material fromthe di sposal area back into the channel.
The New Oleans District is investigating using an interim
di sposal site to the west of the navigation channel under
Section 103(b) of the Marine Protection, Research, and
Sanct uaries Act of 1972.

The Conmi ssion recognizes the Port’s efforts in its study
showi ng econom c justification of a 35-foot channel. However,
if one of the purposes of the econom c analysis is to seek
aut hori zation of a Federal project to provide a deeper channel,
the study must identify the National Econom c Devel oprment ( NED)
benefits. NED benefits are those that accrue to the nation, not
just to a specific region. Under current guidelines and proce-
dures, the Corps nmay only use NED benefits to justify a Federal
project. Oher benefits nay be derived in a study so that al
st akehol ders may see the regional benefits. Procedures for
anal yses of NED benefits can be found in the October 1991
Nat i onal Econom c Devel opnment Procedures Manual devel oped by the
I nl and WAt erways | nstitute.

Thank you again for your presentation. The Comm ssion
appreci ates receiving your comments and | ooks forward to hearing
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,



Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier Ceneral, U S Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



